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Germany 
A Brief History 

 
Germany has an interesting and deep history that goes back 

thousands of years. A country that has risen, phoenix-like, from 

the ashes of the Second World War, there is more to Germany 

than meets the eye. 

Did you know that…  

 The area now called Germany has rarely been united, not 

even by the Romans who only occupied its southern and 

western parts. 

 The protestant Reformation started in Wittemberg and 

swept across Europe in the 1500s, when Martin Luther 

challenged the Catholic Church’s teachings. 

 Prussia, Austria, and Russia defeated Napoleon in 1813 in 

the battle of Leipzig. 

 Germany was eventually unified in 1871 and made into an 

empire under Emperor William I. 

 Though Germany had a parliament, the emperor almost 

always had the last word. 

 The Treaty of Versailles was signed in 1919, bringing peace 

between Germany and the Allied Powers, thus ending the 

First World War. 

 Germany was a parliamentary democracy from 1919 to 

1933. 

 In 1933, Hitler first became chancellor of Germany, but 

outmaneuvered the German government and eventually 

became the dictator of nationalist Germany. 

 

Statue of William I, first German 

Emperor 

The Reichstag in Berlin – the seat of the German 

parliament 

 Germany was divided into West and East from 1949 to 

1989, also dividing today’s capital, Berlin, into two.  

 Germany was reunited in November 1989 following the 

fall of the Berlin Wall.  

 Germany is one of the few countries which allow you to 

drive without a speed limit on certain stretches of 

highway. 

 The famous German Oktoberfest doesn’t happen in 

October!  

 Former Chancellor Angela Merkel studied Physics and 

holds a doctoral degree from Leipzig University. 
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Germany and its 16 federal states 

Geography and Climate 

Located in the heart of Europe, Germany is a great travel 

destination. It borders Poland, the Czech Republic, Switzerland, the 

Netherlands, France, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, and Luxembourg 

as well as the North Sea and the Baltic Sea.  

With the second largest population in Europe (~83 million) and the 

seventh largest area (357,022 km² / 137,847 mi²), Germany is 

surprisingly unspoiled by tourism. It’s filled with amazing places to 

discover. Travel from the Alps in the South to the whites chalk cliffs 

in the North. Don’t forget to take a detour to see the Black Forest, 

or take a train to the Zugspitze. Located in the Bavarian Alps, it’s 

the highest mountain in Germany at 2,962 m (9,718 ft.) high. 

Germany’s longest river is the Rhine at 1,230 km / 764 mi long and 

is dotted with castles all along the way. The most populous cities in 

Germany are Berlin, Hamburg, Munich, Cologne, Frankfurt, and 

Stuttgart. 

Germany is divided into 16 federal states: Baden-Württemberg, 

Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Lower 

Saxony, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-

Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony, Saxony-

Anhalt, Schleswig Holstein, and Thuringia. Each of these states has 

its own capital and flag. Germany also has a wide range of dialects, 

which can make communication somewhat difficult at times. 

People living in Bremen, for instance, might have a hard time 

understanding people from Bavaria. 

The climate in Germany is temperate and includes four seasons.  

June – September are usually the warmest months with an average 

temperature of 26° C / 78.8° F. 

 

 

Brandenburg Gate in Berlin 
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The German Language 

Thе modern Gеrmаn аlрhаbеt іѕ a Lаtіn-

bаѕеd alphabet consisting оf thе same 

26 lеttеrѕ fоund in the English alphabet. 

In addition to these 26 lеttеrѕ, German 

uѕеѕ four extra letters: ä, ü, ö, аnd ß. 

 

Clоѕе to оnе-thіrd of EU іnhаbіtаntѕ are 

аblе tо converse іn Gеrmаn. 

 

Gеrmаn and English bеlоng tо thе same 

West Gеrmаnіс lаnguаgе fаmіlу аnd 

ѕhаrе thоuѕаndѕ оf ѕіmіlаr wоrdѕ and 

phrases. 

 

Gеrmаn is thе ѕесоnd-mоѕt соmmоnlу 

used language in scientific рublісаtіоnѕ 

and оn thе internet. Gеrmаnу іtѕеlf is 

one of thе wоrld'ѕ biggest рrоduсеr of 

bооkѕ аnd about оnе-tеnth оf all bооkѕ 

рublіѕhеd in thе world are written in 

German. 

 

Gеrmаn іѕ the lаnguаgе оf writers lіkе 

Gоеthе, Sсhіllеr, аnd Kаfkа; 

рhіlоѕорhеrs ѕuсh аѕ Kаnt, Nietzsche, 

аnd Sсhореnhаuеr; раіntеrѕ suсh аѕ 

Dürеr, Kоllwіtz, and Klее; musicians 

ѕuсh аѕ Bасh, Bееthоvеn, and Mоzаrt; 

аnd ѕсіеntіѕts ѕuсh аѕ Eіnѕtеіn, Kерlеr, 

and Plаnсk. 

German іѕ one оf the mоѕt wіdеlу ѕроkеn lаnguаgеѕ in the 
world.  

After thе Englіѕh language, іt is thе most соmmоnlу known 
lаnguаgе іn thе Eurореаn Union and іѕ one оf its official 
languages. 

German іѕ not only thе official language оf the mоrе thаn 83 
mіllіоn іnhаbіtаntѕ оf Gеrmаnу, but аlѕо of Auѕtrіа and 
Lіесhtеnѕtеіn. It is thе mаіn language оf Switzerland, whеrе 
nеаrlу twо thіrdѕ оf the іnhаbіtаntѕ ѕреаk іt as their mother 
tongue. Many other соuntrіеѕ in Eurоре hаvе German-
speaking соmmunіtіеѕ, ѕuсh as Bеlgіum, Frаnсе, and Itаlу. 
Additionally, millions оf реорlе оutѕіdе of Eurоре ѕреаk 
German.  

Gеrmаn is one of the most tаught fоrеіgn language in thе 
Englіѕh-speaking world аftеr Frеnсh, Mandarin Chinese, and 
Sраnіѕh.  

Orіgіnаting from an Indo-European language family, the 
German language uѕеѕ a Lаtіn ѕсrірt. 

Did you know…? 

A German Volkswagen  

German license plate and alphabet   
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Vocabulary  

German, like English and Dutch, is a West Germanic language, which 
means that a lot of its vocabulary is quite similar to English.  

Consider the following words:  

 Mutter – mother 

 Vater – father 

 Papier – paper 

Moreover, German has influenced other languages over the years, 
making it easier for English-speakers to recognize some words 
(schnapps, bratwurst, zeitgeist, kindergarten, gesundheit, to schlepp, 
schadenfreude…). Be careful though- there are also false friends such 
as “Gift”, which means poison.  

Note that all nouns are capitalized.  

Grаmmаr  

German uses past verb tenses differently. Fоr еxаmрlе, іn Englіѕh, the 
simple раѕt and present perfect are uѕеd for different time periods 
and can be used both for speaking or wrіtіng. In contrast, the simple 
past is rarely used for speaking in German, as it is considered a 
“written” tense. Germans, therefore, often mistakenly use the 
present perfect instead of the simple past when speaking English (I 
have eaten pie yesterday).   

Prоnunсіаtіоn  

Gеrmаn hаѕ сеrtаіn ѕоundѕ and lеttеrѕ thаt are nоt used іn English. 
Fоr example, an umlаut, represented as two dots above the letter, 
changes the pronunciation of some vowels. In German, ä, ö and ü are 
the letters with umlauts; hоw tо pronounce thеm, however, could 
pose a challenge to beginners. Other ѕоundѕ such аѕ "ch" or "еu" may 
also be dіffісult for ѕоmе lеаrnеrѕ, because their native language mау 
nоt include these particular sounds.  

Try to pronounce these German words: 

wählen (to vote) - [ˈvɛːlən]   Würde (dignity) - [ˈvʏʁdə] 
zählen (to count) - [ˈʦɛːlən]  Hürde (obstacle) - [ˈhʏʁdə] 
später (later) - [ˈʃpɛːtɐ]   müde (tired) -  [ˈmyːdə] 

 
hören (to hear) - [ˈhøːʀən] 
stören (to disturb) -  [ˈʃtøːʀən] 
Höflichkeit (politeness) - [ˈhøːflɪçkaɪ̯t] 
 
and 

Schwein (pig) - [ʃvaɪ̯n]  Streich (prank) - [ʃtʀaɪ̯ç] 
Schule (school) -  [ˈʃuːlə]   weich (soft) - [vaɪ̯ç] 

schön (beautiful) - [ʃøːn]  leicht (easy) - [laɪ̯çt] 

Useful German 

Hallo! 

Hello! 

Guten Tag! 

Hello! (more formal) 

Ich heiße … 

My name is … 

Vielen Dank! / Danke schön! 

Thank you! 

Sehr gern. / Gerne. 

You’re welcome. 

Bitte schön.  

Here you are. 

Ein Bier, bitte! 

One beer, please!  

Ich hätte gern…  

I would like… 

Wo ist die Toilette?  

Where is the restroom? 

Wo ist die Touristeninformation? 

Where is the tourist information desk? 

Ich spreche kein Deutsch. 

I don’t speak German. 

Könnten Sie mir bitte helfen?  

Could you please help me? 

Könnten Sie das auf Englisch sagen? 

Could you say that in English? 

Ich mache Urlaub. 

I’m on holiday / vacation. 

Wie viel kostet das? 

How much is this? 

Nehmen Sie Kreditkarten? 

Do you take credit cards? 

Wie komme ich zum Bahnhof? 

How do I get to the train station? 

 

 

Beware! The ‘sch’ in 
German is not pronounced 
like in English! 
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Living and Traveling 

Hаvе уоu ever thought оf moving overseas? You might be 
thinking: Hоw do I relocate tо Gеrmаnу? Is it easy? Whаt do I 
need tо dо аnd what do I need tо brіng?  

 Cost of living 

Thе соѕt of lіvіng in Gеrmаnу іѕ relatively lоw compared to other соuntrіеѕ, еѕресіаllу Anglo-American 
соuntrіеѕ. Dереndіng on whеrе уоu lіvе, you should expect to spend at least 800 euros per month. As of 2021, 
the average (single) resident of Germany spends 1,600 euros per month.  

Residence Permit  

There are many types of visas you can apply for. Make sure to check with your embassy before leaving, as the 
conditions vary from country to country. 

Residents of most countries can come to Germany on a tourist visa, which is valid for three months. No 
application is needed. It is then possible to go to the Ausländerbehörde (Foreigners’ Authority) and apply for 
a residence permit, job seeker visa, student visa, or other.  

Hоw do you gеt a Rеѕіdеnсе Pеrmіt?  

The Ausländerbehörde in your city can give you more detailed information about their requirements, as they 
vary from city to city. In most places, you will need the following ORIGINAL documents:  

 your passport (valid for at least six months) 

 recent biometric picture 

 proof of address (lease, etc) 

 proof thаt уоu саn ѕuрроrt уоurѕеlf аnd уоur fаmіlу (if аррlісаblе) fіnаnсіаllу. (You might have to prove 
that you have a job offer or that you have enough money in your account, depending on your 
situation.) 

 рrооf of health іnѕurаnсе  

 Mеldeѕсhеіn (residence registration) 

 degrees / certificates, maybe a transcript, too 

 рrооf оf mаrrіаgе (іf applicable)  

 sometimes you need a bіrth certificate (especially for сhіldrеn)  

 pet раѕѕроrt аnd vассіnation сеrtіfісаtе (if applicable)  

What іѕ the Meldeschein?  

It іѕ a dосumеnt that ѕhоwѕ уоu are rеgіѕtеrеd at the Bürgeramt. It is uѕuаllу quick and easy tо get once you 
have a permanent address. All you need to do is take your passport and proof of address to thе Bürgeramt. 
Yоu will also need to brіng this document along whеn аpplyіng fоr a residence реrmіt.  

 

 
Bаnk  

Since you саnnot рау your bіllѕ wіth сhесkѕ (checks are usually not 
accepted in Germany), уоu wіll need tо ореn a bаnk ассоunt to 
trаnѕfеr money. With a residence permit, it’s quite easy to open a 
new account. Ask for a Girokonto.  

Some common banks are: Postbank, Commerzbank, Sparkasse, 
Deutsche Bank, Comdirect, DKB… 

 

German Autobahn   
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Shорѕ and business hоurѕ  

Typically, most stores (іnсludіng pharmacies) аrе сlоѕеd frоm Sаturdау аftеrnооn untіl Mоndау mоrnіng. This is 
generally true for smaller cities in Germany, but in cities such as Leipzig, most stores remain open until 8:00pm and 
some grocery stores until 10:00pm on Saturdays.  On Sundays, you can usually find a supermarket and pharmacy 
open for a few hours in the main train station, as well. (In Leipzig’s main station, they are usually open from 12:00pm 
to 6:00pm.)  

Food and Drinks 

Germany has so much more to offer than just the stereotypical Bavarian traditions like Oktoberfest. All 16 federal 
states have their own traditions and food. It is very unlikely to find someone from the north of Germany eating a 
Weißwurst (veal sausage) while drinking a Weißbier (wheat beer) in a Dirndl or in Lederhosen. Don’t miss the chance 
to enjoy some traditional German food wherever you might find yourself. Another plus: traditional German food, 
compared to other European countries, is affordable. You’ll get a full meal with drinks and a dessert for about €25 
(assuming you’re not in Berlin or Munich). Obviously, you have to taste German beer, too. Germany produces quite 
a range of various beers, so you should try at least one or two. 

Tickets 
Sachsen Ticket 

Take the train with a one-day ticket called the Sachsen Ticket. You can travel on all local trains throughout 
Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia with special rates for up to 5 people. Enjoy both the countryside and the 
cities of the region.  

Weekend Ticket 

Travel throughout Germany by train at the weekend starting at just 44 euros. With the Weekend Ticket, up to 5 
people can travel by train anywhere in Germany on Saturday or Sunday. 

For further information, go to: http://www.bahn.de 

Cities you should visit when coming to Germany  

Berlin – the capital of Germany. Here, you can enjoy a taste of Germany’s history, back when the 

country was divided into East and West. Visit the last pieces of the Berlin wall and let it take you back 

in time. Museum Island, the Reichstag (German parliament), the Berlin Zoo, and famous techno clubs 

await you! 

Hamburg – a port city and home of art and dance. Forget about the world and sit for a moment on a 

dock in Hamburg while watching impressive container ships at work. Let yourself be taken to a whole 

new world with musicals like Aladdin and The Lion King. 

Dusseldorf and Cologne – cities of carnivals and impressive architecture. Don’t miss out on these two 

cities – especially Cologne where various German TV shows are produced daily. 

Munich – city of Oktoberfest. Munich is what most people picture when they think about Germany, so 

you’re in for a treat! If you have the chance, visit Oktoberfest (actually taking place in September, 

strangely) and drink your Mass (roughly 1 liter of beer) while enjoying the full German experience! 

These are just a few examples. There are many more cities worth seeing, depending on your interests 

and time! 

 

Traditional German food and beer 

http://www.bahn.de/
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Saxony and Leipzig 
With a history spanning more than 1,000 years, Leipzig has earned more than a few claims to fame – as a city 
of music (Bach, Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, and Schumann), commerce, trade fairs, heroes, and the site of the 
Peaceful Revolution, and is known is as ‘Little Paris,’ ‘Athens on the River Pleisse,’ and ‘the Venice of the 
North.’   

Leipzig is surrounded by numerous lakes and green areas and has many parks conveniently located near the 
city center. Relax at the Sachsenbrücke (Saxon Bridge) in Clara-Zetkin Park, a popular spot for locals to meet 
up with friends and enjoy the sun and street performances. 

Leipzig is also known for having one of the oldest universities in Germany. Great minds such as Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe and Friedrich Nietzsche studied here. 

Keeping the historical tradition alive, Leipzig still hosts many trade fairs, such as the International Book Fair in 
March. It is also home to Europe’s biggest Wave Gothic Festival (WGT), which takes place around Pentecost, 
in May or June. 

 Places to Visit in Leipzig 
The Monument to the Battle of the Nations 
“Völkerschlachtdenkmal” 

From October 16-19, 1813, Leipzig was the site of the Battle of 
the Nations. The monument commemorates Napoleon's defeat 
in Leipzig. The unified armed forces of Russia, Prussia, Austria and 
Sweden prevailed in a decisive victory over Napoleon and his 
allies on German soil. 

 Gewandhaus 

Leipzig is a city of music. The Gewandhaus is a famous concert hall and home of the world-renowned Leipzig 
Gewandhaus Orchestra. Attending a concert there is definitely an unforgettable experience. The Leipzig 
Gewandhaus Orchestra is the site of much of the city’s music and concert life. 

 
St. Thomas Church “Thomaskirche” 

St. Thomas Church is a Lutheran church and is well-known as the 
place where Johann Sebastian Bach worked as 
a Kapellmeister (music director) from 1723 until his death in 
1750. It is also the location of his remains. 

 St. Nicholas Church “Nicolaikirche” 

This is one of the largest churches in Saxony. Several works by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, who was the music director at St. Nicholas Church and  St. 
Thomas Church, premiered here. The church rose to national fame in 
1989 because of the Monday Demonstrations. St. Nicholas Church 
became the center of the peaceful revolt against communist rule.  

 

 

Leipzig Zoo 

The zoo is internationally recognized for its large building projects such as Pongoland 
(housing gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans) and Gondwanaland (the world's 
largest indoor rainforest hall). It has bred more than 2,000 lions, 250 rare Siberian tigers, and 
other carnivores like bears, and has been called the "Zoo of the Future". 

 

Gewandhaus in Leipzig   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_Gewandhaus_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_Gewandhaus_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_Gewandhaus_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_Gewandhaus_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Church_in_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Sebastian_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_gorilla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_chimpanzee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonobo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatran_orangutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siberian_tiger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear
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Bars, Cafés and Restaurants 
In Leipzig, you can choose from many bars, cafés and typical German or 

international restaurants where you can enjoy delicious meals, drinks or coffee. A few 

of the more well-known ones are below: 

Bars &  Cafés 
 

IMPERII Restaurant & Bar, Brühl 72 

 
KilliWilly, Karl-Liebknecht-Straße 44 
 
Moritzbastei, Universitätsstraße 9 

 
Mintastique, Straße des 11. Juni 

 

Restaurants 

 
Ouzeri Was Kost Das, Nonnenstraße 5d 

 
Falco, Gerberstraße 15 

 
Trattoria, Reichpietschstraße 51 

 
Kollektiv, Karl-Liebknecht-Straße 72 

 
 

 

Souvenirs 
If you want to buy authentic GDR (East German) souvenirs, you can buy products from the former German 
Democratic Republic in the Ossiladen (at the Höfe am Brühl) – specializing in products from the time when 
Germany was still divided into West and East.  

You can also buy many souvenirs in the Leipzigshop (Erich-Zeigner-Allee 64) or in the Thomasshop 
(Thomaskirchhof 18). 

Take home a regional pastry called the “Leipziger Lerche” and wash it down with a local beer called 
“Gose” or a bottle of “Kräuterlikör” – a popular spirit made with herbs. 

 

You can also buy GDR souvenirs at HO-Der DDR Laden GmbH 
(Großer Marktweg 6, 04178 Leipzig).  

University of Leipzig 

Don’t miss the chance to pay a visit to the University of Leipzig, the Alma Mater 

of Germany’s former chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel. Chancellor Merkel studied 

Physics in Leipzig back when it was still called Karl-Marx-Universität.  

 Moritzbastei 

If you would like to experience one of the biggest and most famous music clubs of Leipzig, 

then you must go to the club called Moritzbastei. Built in an old fortress, their offers range 

from live music to karaoke and cultural events. You can also enjoy a meal in the café.  
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Helpful Information for Your Stay in Leipzig 

Tourist Office 

Katharinenstraße 8 

Mon – Fri 9.30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Sat  9.30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Sun  9.30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Phone: +49 341 7104260 

Email: info@ltm-leipzig.de 

 

Post Office 

Windmühlenstraße 22 – 26 

Mon - Fri  9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Sat  9 a.m. - 12 a.m. 

Brühl 8 (opposite the shopping mall) 

Mon - Fri  9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Sat  9 a.m. - 3 a.m. 

 

Leipzig Lost and Found 

Technisches Rathaus 

Prager Straße 118-136, 04317 

Leipzig 

+49 341 123-8400 

fundbuero@leipzig.de 

Taxi 

You can call a taxi at +49 341 982222 (Löwentaxi Leipzig). 

You can also hail a taxi on the street. A lit taxi sign signifies 

that the taxi is available. All taxis in Germany have a meter, 

so you do not have to worry about negotiating the fare. 

 

Medical Assistance 

German doctors offer a standby service (also on weekends and evenings). They also offer home visits. The 

following specialists are available to meet your medical needs: internists, gynecologists, surgeons, orthopedists, 

eye doctors, otolaryngologists and pediatricians. If you need to see a doctor, you should call in advance to check 

availability. For questions regarding payment, consult your health or travel insurance provider beforehand.  

For more information, call 116117 or visit this webpage: 

http://www.kvs-sachsen.de/bereitschaftsdienste/bereitschaftsdienste-im-direktionsbezirk-leipzig/stadt-leipzig 

 

 

Public Transportation 

Deutsche Bahn – for longer trips between cities: www.bahn.de 

Leipziger Verkehrsbetriebe – for transportation in Leipzig: www.l.de/verkehrsbetriebe/ 

Leipzig Move App – an app for the bus, tram, and train connections within Leipzig (for Android and iOS) 

 

Emergency Numbers 

 Police 110 

 Fire Brigade 112 

 You can call either number, no matter what the  

 emergency. 

http://www.kvs-sachsen.de/bereitschaftsdienste/bereitschaftsdienste-im-direktionsbezirk-leipzig/stadt-leipzig
http://www.bahn.de/
http://www.l.de/verkehrsbetriebe/
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TESOL in Germany 
Learn. Teach. Discover. 

Do you want to combine work and travel? 

Have you always dreamed of living abroad?  

Are you seeking a new experience? 

TESOL (or TEFL) is your chance to travel the world and teach your mother tongue 

to new and interesting people.  

You will learn all the necessary techniques to be an ESL teacher, and you can 

start using your new skills immediately by teaching actual students during your 

course. 

With your newly acquired skills and official certificate, you can work anywhere in 

the world and teach English to speakers of other languages. 

The best part is: with your TESOL experience, you can discover the world and 

make any country your new home. Travel while you work, work while you travel 

– there are no limits! 

Don’t know where to start? Let us help! Job-seeking assistance is part of the 

course.  

Choosing your TESOL course in Leipzig is also a great opportunity to discover 

Germany, German culture, and Leipzig.  

What are you waiting for? 

 

 

Overview 

 Learn teaching techniques, including lesson-planning and classroom management  

 Get hands-on experience teaching actual students  

 Receive an official, internationally-recognized TESOL certificate 

 Job-seeking assistance 

 All essential materials  

 Discover Leipzig and German culture! 

 

 

For more information, contact us at: tesol@las-leipzig.de. 
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Wolpert 

Schulungszentrum 

Leipzig 
What participants can expect from Wolpert Schulungszentrum 
Quality and innovation constitute the basis of what we offer. Wolpert Schulungszentrum centers 
make use of a unique quality control system in order to guarantee uniform quality standards. 
Our TESOL training materials are also organized according to international TESOL/TEFL 
guidelines. 

What participants experience at Wolpert Schulungszentrum 
You will learn to teach the ESA method (Engage, Study, Activate). The best way to teach a 
language is by engaging students to study the language and use it actively. We will help you 
prepare lessons and give you the chance to apply your newly acquired skills in an actual teaching 
situation with real students.  

What participants can achieve at Wolpert Schulungszentrum 
Our TESOL participants have a high success rate as teachers because we provide them with the 
tools to adapt their lessons to their students’ needs and evolve as a teacher. Happy students 
and positive feedback are the markers on your road to a successful teaching career!  

Why Wolpert 

Schulungszentrum Leipzig? 
In addition to learning how to teach English, you’ll 
also benefit from the advantages Wolpert 
Schulungszentrum Leipzig has to offer:  

 Over 20 years of language-teaching experience 
 

 Experienced and motivated trainers, who all 
have at least 5 years of teaching experience 
 

 Well-equipped classrooms and training facilities 
 

 Located just 5 minutes from the city center 
 

 In a vibrant city with a fascinating history of music and art 

 Good connections to Berlin, Munich, Hamburg, Dresden, etc. 

 Many job opportunities:   

o Home to BMW and Porsche  

o Leipzig/Halle Airport 

o DHL Hub Leipzig 

 

 Why Wolpert Schulungszentrum Leipzig 
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5 Classroom Tips 

Top 5 tips to get your students to talk in the classroom! 

1. Keep instructions simple. 

Nothing adds to Teacher Talking Time (TTT) like complicated or wordy instructions. Consider the 
difference between the following sample instructions: 

a. I think what we’ll do now is some practice of the vocabulary we just learned. To do that, I’m going to ask 
you some questions, and I’d like you to answer them. Is that alright? 

b. Let’s practice these words. I’ll ask you some questions. 

The difference is not only 38 words versus 9, but also the difficulty of the language used. If you give the 
first set of instructions to a lower-level student or someone with weak listening comprehension, they’re 
not going to understand you. You’re using grammar and vocabulary that’s way over their head. You’ll only 
end up repeating all 38 words when your students ask you for clarification. Then you’ll say it again while 
simplifying it a little. Then you’ll eventually end up saying what you should’ve said in the first place: 
something clear and concise, like the second example. 

 

 
2. Avoid explanations. 

Whenever possible, try to prompt your students with 
questions to help lead them to the answer on their own. 
This both increases their speaking time and makes use of 
their critical thinking skills. 

 

3. Set up activities interactively. 

For example, suppose your plan is to run a role-play session where one student is making a purchase at a 
shop. You could set up the whole thing yourself, but that would boost your Teacher Talk Time (bad) rather 
than Student Talk Time (good).  It would take less time, perhaps, but only if the student understood your 
instructions fully. 
Instead, setting up the activity with a series of questions will help better show context and make the 
activity more personalized for the student, giving them the chance to influence how the activity should play 
out. . 

Some possible questions you could ask in this example would be: 

 What kind of shop is it? / Where is it? / What would you like to buy? 

 Who are you? (ex. “I’m a customer.”) / What questions will you ask?  

 Who is your partner? (ex. “She’s a cashier.”) 
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4. Insist on full sentences every time. 

Of course it’s not always natural to speak only in complete sentences. If a native English speaker is asked 
where they bought the bag they’re carrying, they’re more likely to say “Harrods” than “I bought it at 
Harrods.” But, for boosting Student Talk Time, full sentences are important. They also force your 
students to think about their grammar and word order. Try associating a gesture with a reminder to 
speak in full sentences.  

 

5. Don’t talk about yourself. 

In class – especially when teaching higher-level students – it can be very tempting to include 
“anecdotes” from time to time. 

These can be helpful if they have a purpose. 

For instance, you might relate a personal experience to provide some context for new vocabulary or 
phrases. Unfortunately, too often these anecdotes don’t help, and end up not only reducing STT (and 
boosting TTT), but they also encourage the teacher to go off on a tangent. Instead, keep your lesson as 
student-focused as possible. 

Resist the urge to throw in “stories” – they’re often more interesting for you than they are for the 
students. In discussion or other fluency activities, make sure your students are the focus. When students 
really want to know all about you, they’ll ask. (But even then, try to keep your answers short!) 
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Arriving in Leipzig 

How do I get to Leipzig?  
You can fly into the Leipzig/Halle Flughafen. 

From there, you can easily reach the city center / main station (Hauptbahnhof) by train: 

 City train (S-Bahn) S5 in the direction of Altenburg 

 City train (S-Bahn) S5X in the direction of Zwickau (Sachs) Hbf (15 min.) 

 IC train in the direction of Leipzig Hauptbahnhof (Hbf) 

 By taxi or shuttle (from € 28).  

 

For more information on how to reach Leipzig from other airports such as Berlin, Munich or Frankfurt, 

please visit https://www.bahn.com/en/, https://www.flixbus.com/, or email tesol@las-leipzig.de for 

further assistance. 

 

 

What documents do I need to bring? 
Please bring your résumé / CV.  

When applying to schools in Germany, you might need to provide copies of your college degrees, 

transcripts and any reference letters you might have.  

We recommend verifying if your driver’s license is valid in Germany before your arrival. If not, you 

might consider obtaining an international driver’s license, as driving is often an important criteria 

for language schools when hiring.  

 

Deutsche Bahn  

https://www.bahn.com/en/
https://www.flixbus.com/
mailto:tesol@las-leipzig.de
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Accommodation 

Our course participants will receive a list of accommodation recommendations to choose from – including 
hotels, hostels, and apartments. If you are traveling by public transport, the majority of these are within 
15 minutes of the training center. 

 However, you don’t have to feel obligated to choose 
one of our recommendations, as the city of Leipzig 
offers many other good alternatives such as hotels, 
guest houses and youth hostels. Many of our former 
students have also found great deals through Airbnb.  

 

Shopping in Germany 

There are many options where you can easily buy everything you need.  
 
You can buy groceries in German discount stores such as Aldi, Netto, Lidl or Penny. These shops 
specialize in groceries and a weekly rotation of items ranging from textiles to office supplies to 
toys at low prices. You can also shop at larger supermarkets such as Rewe, Kaufland, Real or Hit 
that offer a wide range of products including groceries, household goods, beverages, clothing, 
etc. In Leipzig, visit the main shopping centers Höfe am Brühl and Paunsdorf Center or take a 
bus to Nova Eventis, which is right across from IKEA. 
Leipzig also has classic “Marktstraßen” - market streets with charming pedestrian zones full of 
stores lining both sides of the street. These include outdoor cafés, sidewalk musicians, benches, 
fountains and weekly farmers’ markets make shopping a very pleasant experience. 
Not far from the marketplace, you can expand your shopping and culinary aspirations by visiting 
Karl-Liebknecht-Strasse in Südvorstadt or Karl-Heine-Strasse in Plagwitz. These locations offer a 
wide variety of specialty shops and interesting restaurants serving many appetizing delights. 

City center in Leipzig  
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 Checklist 

Here is a handy checklist for your stay abroad. Make sure everything is packed, and you’re 

ready to go! 

important documents (passport / ID, visa, health certificate, plane ticket, etc.) 

clothes (for warm, cold, wet, and sunny days) 

toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, brush, makeup, etc.) 

international insurance 

cash (always good to have on you) 

credit cards (No checks!) 

adapter  

pen & paper for notes 

medications 

camera 

laptop / tablet 

small first aid kit  

books 

sports gear (if you want to go hiking, swimming…) 

smartphone without sim-lock 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Notes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Contact us! 

Andréanne Roy – Director of Studies 

 Email: tesol@las-leipzig.de 

Phone: +49 341 222 88 77-20 

 

Office Hours 

Mon – Thu  8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Fri   8 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

Sat – Sun  closed  

 

Address 

Wolpert Schulungszentrum  

Learn and Speak Sprachschule Leipzig GmbH 

Gutenbergplatz 1D 

04103 Leipzig 

 

         https://www.facebook.com/tesolleipzig 

         @tesol_leipzig 

  tesol@las-leipzig.de 

  +49 341 / 222 88 77-0              

  www.learn-and-speak-leipzig.de 

   www.tesol-leipzig.com  

mailto:tesol@las-leipzig.de
mailto:tesol@las-leipzig.de
http://www.learn-and-speak-leipzig.de/
http://www.tesol-leipzig.com/
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Wolpert Schulungszentrum – 
Sprachschule Leipzig GmbH 

Learn. Teach. Discover. 


